
Denver, Colorado
Move: Denver’s light rail system is cen-

tered mostly in downtown and won’t get you
too far. Fortunately, buses are frequent and
easy to figure out. Go to the station at the
end of 16th Street for information and buses
to all destinations. Fare $1.15- $2.50.

Free to see: 16th Street Pedestrian
Mall, Larimer Square, Colorado State
Capitol.

$ but worth it: Black American West
Museum, Denver Art Museum, Ski Train to
skiing, Denver Broncos game (reserve in
advance).

Eat: If you’re staying in the budget-
friendly Cherry Creek area of town, eat saag
paneer at Bombay’s Clay Oven just across
the street from Cherry Creek Shopping
Center. Taste the famous, spicy Denver
Omelet at The Delectable Egg, near the
Capitol off 16th Street.
Grand Canyon

Move: The Greyhound does go to
Williams, Arizona, but it’s far off the beaten

track and takes some twisted scheduling to
get there. For the most convenience, rent a
car from Las Vegas and drive to Williams,
then onto the canyon. Otherwise, take the
adorable glass-top tourist train that runs
daily to the South Rim (tickets from $58).

Free to see: Williams downtown.
$ but worth it: Grand Canyon Park Pass,

helicopter rides into the canyon.
Eat: Sorry, no Indian here. Stick to the

diners. The Cruisers Café 66 has the best
authentic American food I’ve ever tasted.
Get the barbeque chicken.
Las Vegas, Nevada

Move: Wear comfortable shoes, as the
sheer scale of each casino requires at least
a kilometer walk. Stroll the South Strip, and
when you want to see the cheaper, calmer
climes of downtown, take the Deuce bus,
which runs 24 hours a day up and down Las
Vegas Boulevard. Fare is $2. 

Free to see: Treasure Island’s Sirens,
the Mirage’s volcano, Circus Circus
Midway, Bellagio fountains, downtown’s
Neon Museum, Fremont Street Experience.

$ but worth it: Manhattan Express roller-
coaster, Cirque du Soleil, Guggenheim
Hermitage Museum at the Bellagio.

Eat: Make your way around the world, all
in one meal. For Indian food (plus Chinese,
Mexican, Japanese and Italian) head to the
casinos’ gigantic international buffets, the
best of which is at the Rio. The best deal in
town: the Paradise Buffet at the Fremont
Casino. The all-you-can-eat breakfast is just
$5.29.
Los Angeles, California

Move: It’s tough to see this city without a
car, though the buses and train system serve
a limited number of destinations ($3 daily
pass). If you want to spend more than two
days here, rent a vehicle and get a good map. 

Free to see: Venice Beach, Hollywood
Boulevard, UCLA, Grauman’s Chinese
Theater sidewalk of famous handprints,
Getty Center.

$ but worth it: Universal Studios,
Disneyland, Kodak Theater.

Eat: Too many choices to list. A favorite:
Cowboy Sushi in Santa Monica near UCLA,
where you get authentic Japanese food from
waiters in cowboy hats and a loud, crazy
crowd. Feeling homesick at the end of the
trip? Drive south of Los Angeles to the city
of Artesia and wear a salwaar in the Little
India district. —S.J.

Travel Tips

Tourists pose with a model dressed as Marilyn
Monroe on Hollywood Boulevard in Los Angeles.

some of the best thematic amusement rides,
and is home to the original sets of many of
Hollywood’s famous movies like Jaws,
Jurassic Park and Backdraft. 

But when the clamor and fake dinosaurs
of the city got to me, I found peace high up
in the hills at the world famous Getty
Center. Its architecture is a bit odd, but the
white marble walls certainly complement-
ed an outstanding array of ancient and
modern art. The exhibits rotate regularly,
and the view from the avant-garde gardens
is worth at least as much time as the art.
Best of all, it’s free.

In 30 days, after traveling more than 5,600
kilometers across 12 states, I felt I had made
only a scratch in my attempt to know the
country. I savored the pulsating life of the
cities, and enjoyed the relative isolation and
quietness of the great Midwest. I had been
blown away by both natural and man-made
wonders. As a foodie, I had enjoyed all the
vast gastronomical delights the land had to
offer. But above all, I learned that one need
not spend lots of money to see America. A
little bit of research and some friendly banter
with the locals lands you in the cheapest and
best places. For $2,750, I thought our trip
was a life achievement.

Sebastian John is an Indian writer/photogra-
pher who recently emigrated to the United
States and lives in Washington, D.C.
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The Treasure Island casino in Las Vegas.
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